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THE FOURTH MEETING OF THE HEADS
OF THE ORIENTAL ORTHODOX CHURCHES
IN THE MIDDLE EAST

ST. MARK CENTER OF THE COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH
CAIRO-EGYPT
MARCH 1517, 2001

COMMON DECLARATION

In the name of the Father, the Son, an i the Holy Spirit. Amen.

We, Pope Shenouda 111, Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of the See
of St. Mark of the Coptic Orthodox Church, Patriarch Ignatius Zakka 1,
Patriarch of Antioch and all the East of the Syrian Orthodox Church, and
Catholicos Aram I, Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia of the
Armenian Orthodox Church, and the members of the Standing Committee:
H.E. Metropolitan Bishoy, H.G. Bishop Moussa, H.E. Metropotitan
Theophilus George Saliba, H.G. Bishop Sebouh Sarkissian, and
Archimandrite Nareg Alemezian, who are with us, give thanks to God for
bringing 11s together once again in the context of this Fourth Meeting of the
Heads of the Oriental Orthodox Churches in the Middle East, March 15-17,

2001, at the St. Mark Center of the Coptic Orthodox Church, Nasr City-
Cairo, Egypt.

Led by our common spiritual heritage, tradition, faith, theology,
doctrine. and witness, and on the basis of the Common Declarations we made
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in our last three meetings (St. Bishoy Monastery-Wadi Natroun, Egypt,
March 10-11, 1998; St. Ephrem Monastery-Maa’rat Sadnaya, Damascus,
Syria, February 13-14, 1999; Armenian Catholicosate of Cilicia, Antelias-
Lebanon, May 4-9, 2000), we have come once again together as a fellowship
of the Oriental Orthodox Churches in the Middle East, to pray together, to
re-affirm our unity in faith and our firm attachment to the first three
Ecumenical Councils of Nicea (325), Constantinople (381) and Ephesus
(431), as well as to the teachings of our church fathers. We also have
reconfirmed the decisions adopted and the guidelines set by us in the context
of our common witness and service to our people particularly in the Middle
East; a region where the Church of Christ was born and true faith was
received and shaped by our fathers and maityrs through their teachings and
martyrdom. This is our sacred heritage, indeed, which was delivered to us
and to be delivered in turn to the generations to come.,

Guided by the Holy Spirit and inspired by the teachings and examples

of our forefathers, we carefully studied the following important items and
took appropriate actions:

l. 1700" Anniversary Celebration of the Proclamation of Christianity in Armenia as
State Religion

Pope Shenouda Il and Patriarch Ignatius Zakka I welcomed the
invitation of Catholicos Aram I to attend the celebrations of the Armenian
Orthodox Church in the Catholicosate of the Great House of Cilicia, in
Antelias-Lebanon, May 25-27, 2001, on the occasion of the 1700%
Anniversary of the Proclamation of Christianity in Armenia as State
Religion. In fact, Christianity was preached in Armenia by the apostles of
our Lord Jesus Christ, St. Thaddeus and St. Bartholomew. Christian faith
was a living reality in the life of the Armenian people in the following
centuries. It was in 301 that Christianity became the state religion of
Armenia. Hence, the Armenian nation is the first nation to accept
Christianity as state religion.

Pope Shenouda III and Patriarch Ignatius Zakka I consider the 1700"
Anniversary celebrations an excellent opportunity to share the joy of their
sister Anmenian Church, to pray for its prosperity and to re-affirm the unity
that exists between the Armenian, Coptic and Syrian Orthodox Churches.
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II. Theological Dialogues

A. Oriental Orthodox Churches-Eastern Orthodox Churches

1. We discussed the actual state of the theological dialogue between
the Oriental and Eastern Orthodox Churches, and emphasized the
importance of this dialogue for the full unity of Orthodox Churches.

2. In response to the invitation of His Holiness Alexy II Patriarch of
Moscow and all Russia, we appointed Metropolitan Bishoy, Metropolitan
Eustathius Mattha Rohom and Archimandrite Nareg Alemezian to
participate in the meeting of the Coordinating Committee. This Committee,
which will meet in Moscow, March 20-22, 2001, will prepare the agenda for
the meeting of a larger Committee. The purpose of this Mixed Committee
will be to discuss the present situation of theological dialogue between the
Oriental and Eastern Orthodox Churches, and to explore the possibilities of
enhancing this important process. This Committee will also identify specific

areas of closer ecumenical collaboration between our Churches and the
Russian Orthodox Church.

3. The Holy Synod of the Coptic Orthodox Church in June 2000 and
the Permanent Holy Synod of the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of
Alexandria and all Africa in November 2000 have approved the pastoral
agreement reached between them regarding the mutual recognition of the
sacrament of the holy matrimony blessed in their respective churches in case
of mixed marriages. We welcomed this significant ecumenical initiative, as
we did in respect to a similar decision contained in the agreement that was

reached between the Syrian Orthodox Church of Antioch and the Greek
Orthodox Church of Antioch.

B. Oriental Orthodox Churches-Anglican Communion

We agreed to respond positively to the letter of the Archbishop of
Canterbury, H.G. Dr. George Carey, dated January 16, 2001, addressed to
six Heads of the Oriental Orthodox Churches concemning the upgrading of
the theological Forum between the Oriental Orthodox Churches and the
world Anglican Communion. This resolution was taken by the Lambeth
Conference in 1988 and was re-affirmed in 1958. We decided to delegate
our representatives to the next meeting of the Forum to be held July 27-
August 1, 2001, in London. The purpose of this meeting will be to clarify
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